20                 METALLIC   OXIDES.
is the oxide of mercury containing1 mum of oxygen; all the later auth< that it contains just double the qu: oxygen to a given portion of mere the former does, and may therefore the deutoxide.
These two oxides combine with n and form  salts, some of which ex markable differences occasioned bj ides;  thus, muriatic acid with the ] forms  protomuriate of mercury,   c called   calomel,   an insoluble  salt; deutoxide it forms deutomuriate of commonly called corrosive sublimed ble salt.
The proportions of metal and oxy
two oxides may be found by precij
known weight of mercury reducec
tion to either of the oxides, then d
weighing the oxides, when the  in
weight by the addition of oxygen n
served.   This method is less accurate
gar<J to mercury than to other meta
count of the very great weight of
by which a small error in the gross
the oxide  will be a great one as il
the oxygen.    This circumstance vi
account for the differences of authc
subject.